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153rd day since the World 
changed forever

Note: The days refer to the public announcing by the government of Albania of the national emergency situation due to 
COVID-19 pandemic



Source: 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/a-new-york-doctor-reports-fro
m-the-covid-19-frontline-this-weeks-world-vs-virus-podcast/

Source: 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/27/in-germany-coronavirus-i
s-no-longer-a-distant-threat/

A man crosses an empty highway on 
February 3, 2020 in Wuhan, China 
(Credits to Getty Images)

An almost empty Pariser Platz in front of the 
Brandenburg Gate on March 19, 2020 in Berlin, 
Germany. Maja Hitij/Getty Images

Times Square, April 5, 2020, 6:32 a.m.
Credits to: VanityFair.com

Duomo Place, Milan, Italy – Before and during lockdown
Credits to NBC News



Measurements from the European Space Agency’s Sentinel-5P satellite show that during late January and early 
February 2020, levels of nitrogen dioxide (NO₂) over cities and industrial areas in Asia and Europe were lower than 
in the same period in 2019, by as much as 40%.

Source: 
https://theconversation.com/coronavirus-lockdowns-ef
fect-on-air-pollution-provides-rare-glimpse-of-low-carb
on-future-134685



Stay at home! 
Wash your hands!
Social distancing!

Policy responses:

Source: OECD (2020), “Supporting people and companies to deal with the Covid-19 virus: Options for an immediate employment and 
social-policy response”, ELS Policy Brief on the Policy Response to the Covid-19 Crisis, OECD, Paris, http://oe.cd/covid19briefsocial.



UNECE Committee on Urban Development, Housing and Land Management 
works to promote
• energy efficient and adequate housing, including for those with special needs and 

vulnerable population groups
• compact, inclusive, resilient, smart and sustainable cities
• transparent and efficient land use, and property registration.

The Committee is a neutral platform for facilitating an exchange of the practices and 
experiences of overcoming multiple challenges, including related to COVID-19 pandemic.



 According to the Geneva UN Charter on 
Sustainable Housing, national policies and 
planning are often inadequate to prevent 
and minimize damage from disasters and 
emergency situations. 

The Charter calls to promote resilient 
human settlements and to provide support 
for adequate housing solutions for people 
affected by natural and human-made 
disasters
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Forum of Mayors 2020, 6 October 2020, Geneva

#MayorsAction

The Forum of Mayors will provide a platform for local governments 
to discuss how cities can better adapt, prepare and respond to 
emergencies, including the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as local 
responses to the effects of climate change and disasters. 

The Forum of Mayors will be held on 6 October 2020 at the Palais 
des Nations, Geneva.

 www.unece.org/housing/forumofmayors2020.html



Thank you!

#MayorsAction

Cities are on the frontline of climate mitigation. I truly hope that the Forum of 

Mayors will pave the way for bold policies that can empower cities in their fight 

for carbon-neutrality.

Gergely Karácsony
Mayor of Budapest, Hungary 

Everything global starts local. That is why I look forward to the Forum of 

Mayors 2020 as I firmly believe that we must all act together, aim to inspire 

change and strengthen the resilience of our cities.

“

“

”

”Gregor Macedoni
Mayor of Novo mesto, Slovenia 


