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Context
Globally, all cities are vulnerable to severe impacts from a range of shocks and stresses that
can be both natural and human made. Today, cities and city inhabitants face increasing and
amplified challenges as a result of rapid urbanization, climate change and political instability. Considering
that 50% of the population already lives in cities, and that by 2050 this figure is expected to reach 70%, there
is a critical need for new tools and approaches to strengthen the capacity of local administrations and
citizens to face these challenges, and better protect human, economic and natural assets.
Resilience refers to the ability of any urban system to maintain continuity through all shocks and stresses
while positively adapting and transforming towards sustainability. A resilient city is one that assesses, plans
and acts to prepare for and respond to all hazards, both sudden and slow-onset, expected or unexpected. By
doing so, cities are better able to protect and enhance people’s lives, secure development gains, foster an
investible environment and drive positive change.

The Global Report on Urban Resilience
Raising awareness about urban resilience is the first step to increasing engagement in
resilient actions. A strong component of raising awareness is telling stories of real cities
taking concrete action to protect their infrastructure, functionality and inhabitants. UN-Habitat, ICLEI, and
C40 Cities partner to increase visibility at key global events throughout 2019/2020, and develop the world’s
premier Global Report on urban resilience, building on the “Trends in Urban Resilience” flagship report
(2017), the “Data Speak Louder than Words” report (2018), self-reported data from cities and regions on
the unified ICLEI/CDP reporting system (www.cdp.net/en), and the partner networks’ (ICLEI and C40) global
urban resilience work.

Objective
Increase awareness and commitment to local-led resilience in cities, boosting global
discussions on urban resilience and climate resilience action ahead of 2020.
Review progress on urban resilience as per the Agenda 2030 framework
Focus specifically on climate resilience
Analyze obstacles, challenges, and solutions
- Data, knowledge, innovation (Innovate4Cities)
- Finance
- Capacity
- Collaborative approaches
- Governance
Showcase real cases, good practice and lessons learned
Provide expert insights from practitioners from the field, donor organizations, and academia
Put forward a conclusion and way(s) forward

Audience
Local governments • National governments • INGOs
Civil Society • Multi-disciplinary experts • Academia
General Public • Media

Partners
UN-Habitat is the United Nations programme
working towards a better urban future. Its mission
is to promote socially and environmentally
sustainable human settlements development and
the achievement of adequate shelter for all. One
of UN-Habitat’s goals is to increase the resilience
of cities to the impacts of natural and human
made crisis. To do so, UN-Habitat firmly believes
that working directly with local governments and
their partners is essential as they are the level of
governance, which is closer to citizens.

ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability
(ICLEI) is a global network of more than 1,750 local
and regional governments committed to sustainable
urban development. Active in 100+ countries, we influence
sustainability policy and drive local action for low emission, naturebased, equitable, resilient and circular development. Our Members and
team of experts work together through peer exchange, partnerships and
capacity building to create systemic change for urban sustainability.

C40 is a network of the world’s megacities committed to addressing climate change. C40 supports cities
to collaborate effectively, share knowledge and drive meaningful, measurable and sustainable action on
climate change. Around the world, C40 Cities connects 94 of the world’s greatest cities to take bold climate
action, leading the way towards a healthier and more sustainable future. Representing 700+ million citizens
and one quarter of the global economy, mayors of the C40 cities are committed to delivering on the most
ambitious goals of the Paris Agreement at the local level, as well as to cleaning the air we breathe.

For more information, please visit
www.urbanresiliencehub.org/globalreport
or contact
resilient.cities@iclei.org

